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Mill  House, 

Pateley  Bridge, 

31st  December,  1943, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ripon  and 
Pateley  Bridge  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1943.  We  are 
in  the  fifth  year  of  the  war,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
health  of  the  population  generally  has  not  greatly  suffered 
in  consequence  of  conditions  imposed  by  the  war.  1  rue, 
it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the  changes  in  diet  we  were 
formerly  accustomed  to,  and  if  any  deterioration  in  health 
has  occurred  as  a  result  of  the  food  situation,  it  has  hardly 
been  on  account  of  the  quantity  available  but  rather 
because  people  have  been  unable  to  acquire  that  which 
suited  their  palates  and  alimentary  systems.  This  has 
been  particularly  so  in  the  case  of  children  and  indoor 
female  workers  who,  prior  to  the  war,  were  great  con¬ 
sumers  of  fruit  which  is  so  valuable  in  the  maintenance 
of  good  health.  The  absence  or  excessive  cost  of  many 
kinds  of  fruit  and  some  popular  vegetables  may  partially 
account  for  a  slight  increase  in  colds,  influenza  and  such 
like  and  for  the  somewhat  slower  recovery  of  the  persons 
concerned.  However,  conditions  of  living  have  so  changed 
for  some  of  our  people  that  it  is  difficult  to  allot  to  any 
particular  cause  diseases  and  conditions  of  the  body  which 
from  time  to  time  occur.  Longer  hours  of  work,  travelling 
long  distances  to  work  in  crowded  and  unheated  vehicles 
(the  atmosphere  of  which  is  often  tobacco  smoke  laden), 
standing  in  queues  in  inclement  weather  all  tend  to  lower 
vitality  and  lessen  resistance  to  disease.  Even  with  all 
these  conditions,  most  of  which  are  certainly  unpleasant 
and  many  definitely  pernicious,  I  am  able  to  tell  you 
that  the  health  of  your  District  has  been  comparatively 
good  throughout  the  year.  Your  people  are  fortunate 
that  most  of  them  work  in  the  open  air  and  have  the  benefit 
of  the  sunshine.  1  heir  work  is  ol  a  kind  which  tends  to 
develop  sturdy  bodies,  and  they  have  the  advantage 
of  having  the  products  oi  the  land  in  clean  and  fresh  con¬ 
dition. 
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Comparatively  with  that  of  pre-war  years,  the  standard 
of  nutrition  of  children  of  school  age  may  be  considered 
good.  The  provision  of  milk  and  school  meals  has  un¬ 
doubtedly  been  a  great  asset,  and  with  the  extension  of 
these  schemes  I  am  looking  forward  to  a  general  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  health  of  the  juvenile  population  when  peace 
comes  with  its  relaxation  of  restrictions  and  more  plentiful 
supplies  of  many  commodities.  Conditions  in  some  of 
the  schools  in  the  District  are  not  all  they  might  be.  Bad 
design,  indifferent  ventilation  and  lighting,  obsolescent 
sanitation  and  lack  of  proper  water  supplies  are  some 
of  the  defects  which  must  be  remedied.  It  is  in  their 
school  life  that  our  future  citizens’  minds  and  bodies  are 
moulded  and  their  environment  should  be  such  as  to 
promote  in  them  a  desire  for  progress  and  for  a  healthier 
and  better  life. 


HOUSING. 


The  housing  position  in  your  District  certainly  needs 
improving.  Although  it  is  by  no  means  as  bad  as  in  the 
congested  areas,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  modern  houses  with  the  amenities  now  available, 
would  be  for  the  common  welfare.  It  is  generally  con¬ 
ceded  that  housing  standards  must  be  elevated  consider¬ 
ably  from  what  they  were  even  prior  to  the  outbreak 
of  war.  No  longer  will  people  be  content  to  live  in  badly- 
arranged  areas  where  they  impinge  upon  their  neighbours 
at  every  turn  ;  where  they  must  carry  water  from  a  pump 
or  stand  tap,  heat  it  in  the  copper  and  have  a  stand-up 
bath  on  the  hearth  rug  after  the  other  members  of  the 
household  have  retired  ;  where  the  wasteful  use  of  fuel 
barely  warms  the  air  of  a  draughty  room  in  which  the 
housewife  spends  most  of  her  life  and  to  which  the  family 
comes  home  to  sit  at  night.  Very  many  of  our  people 
have  seen  and  shared  in  the  elaborate  accommodation 
provided  in  offices  and  workshops  concerned  with  war 
production,  and  they  will  expect  a  continuation  of  these 
desirable  and  agreeable  conditions  in  times  of  peace. 

The  Ministries  concerned  in  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes  are  making  preparations  for  commencing  re-housing 
at  short  notice  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  Europe 
and  are  asking  for  particulars  of  the  housing  proposals 
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of  Local  Authorities.  We  know  that  it  will  be  difficult 
to  formulate  proposals  which  will  cover  all  our  housing 
needs,  but  the  immediate  need  is  to  replace  such  houses 
as  were  already  condemned  or  had  been  examined  and 
reported  upon  as  unfit,  together  with  a  number  to  prevent 
overcrowding  becoming  more  acute  when  the  people  now 
in  the  Forces  or  working  away  from  the  District  return. 


The  decision  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  allot  four 
agricultural  houses  to  this  District,  goes  to  show  the  ne¬ 
cessity  for  housing  the  agricultural  population.  It  is  but 
a  token  allotment,  for  prominent  agriculturalists  state 
that  four  hundred  houses  could  easily  be  Idled  with  farm 
workers.  The  tillers  of  the  soil  have,  in  the  past,  been 
accommodated  in  no  very  lavish  fashion,  and  it  has  almost 
been  accepted  that  their  standard  of  housing  should  be 
much  lower  than  that  of  town  workers.  Consequently 
the  farm-labourer’s  wife  (who  usually  has  to  carry  water 
for  the  household,  who  must  rise  earlier  than  her  town 
sister  to  get  the  children  to  a  distant  school,  and  who  has 
long  journeys  for  shopping,  and  in  most  cases  has  not 
the  advantage  of  gas  or  electricity),  becomes  a  drudge 
and  one  cannot  expect  any  great  improvement  in  this 
section  of  our  people  so  long  as  these  circumstances  con¬ 
tinue.  It  is  known  that  before  the  war  agricultural  houses 
were  not  in  demand  to  the  extent  they  now  are,  and  a 
change  in  agricultural  policy,  especially  if  accompanied 
by  lack  of  amenities,  would  almost  certainly  result  in 
another  drift  to  the  towns.  However  that  may  be,  it 
would  be  preferable  to  have  a  few  houses  to  let  to  week¬ 
enders  rather  than  so  restrict  the  numbers  as  to  deprive 
our  agricultural  population  of  a  reasonable  standard  of 
housing. 


OVERCROWDING. 

There  are  very  few  overcrowded  houses  in  the  district. 
The  requisitioning  of  practically  all  empty  dwelling  houses 
for  the  purpose  of  reception  of  evacuees  has  prevented 
the  customary  movement  of  families  as  they  have  in¬ 
creased  in  size.  There  are  married  couples,  often  with 
children,  who  should  have  their  own  houses  and  who, 
by  reason  of  the  housing  shortage,  are  now  compelled 


to  live  with  relatives.  Until  more  houses  are  made  avail¬ 
able  by  de-requisitioning  and  building,  these  conditions 
cannot  be  obviated. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — The  Public  Health  Department 
of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  have  adequate  labora¬ 
tory  facilities  which  are  always  available. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — 

(1)  Infectious  cases.  A  motor  ambulance  is  provided. 

(2)  Non-infectious  cases.  Motor  ambulances  are  avail¬ 
able. 

Mortuaries. — The  mortuary  at  Pateley  Bridge  is  a 
recent  construction  and  comprises  a  waiting  room,  a  re¬ 
ception  room  and  a  room  adequately  equipped  for  post 
mortem  examination. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Ripon  City 
Council  for  the  use  of  their  mortuary  in  Skell  Bank  for 
cases  which  occur  in  the  north  eastern  portion  of  the 
district. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. — Those  available  for 
the  district  are  situated  in  Harrogate  and  Ripon,  and 
cases  are  directed  appropriated. 

Hospitals. — Public  and  Voluntary. 

(1)  Ripon  and  District  Cottage  Hospital. 

(2)  Ripon  Institution  Hospital. 

(3)  Harrogate  General  Infirmary. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Despite  the  calls  upon  the  personnel  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  various  special  duties,  the  services 
of  the  area  have  continued  to  function  satisfactorily.  I 


am  aware  that  several  localities  require  additions  and 
improvements  to  the  services  the  Department  provides, 
but  now  it  is  not  opportune  to  provide  them.  They  are 
however,  being  kept  under  review,  and  attention  will  be 
given  to  them  as  soon  as  facilities  to  do  so  are  available. 


WATER. 

The  district  is  served  by  a  variety  of  water  supplies 
ranging  from  deep  boreholes  to  small  collecting  areas. 
It  is  noteworthy  that  in  no  instance  during  the  year  has 
a  public  supply,  owned  by  the  Council,  or  by  any  other 
authority  whose  mains  pass  through  your  area,  been  ad¬ 
versely  reported  upon  by  the  analyst  or  the  bacteriologist. 
1  he  water  from  the  boreholes  is  from  a  limestone  source 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  district,  which  accounts  for  it 
being  fairly  hard  in  character,  but  it  is  not  harder  than 
many  waters  in  general  use  in  the  country.  The  two 
sources  of  supply  to  Patelev  Bridge  are  very  different 
in  character,  as  the  Quarry  Lane  supply  is  of  the  upper 
moorland  type,  and  therefore  much  softer  than  that  de¬ 
rived  from  the  Eagle  Hall  level.  In  most  places  there 
has  been  sufficient  water,  but  there  are  spots  in  our  district 
where  the  water  supply  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory. 
One  instance  is  the  scattered  village  of  Darley  where  many 
householders  take  their  supply  from  open  pipes  or  troughs 
at  the  roadside  where,  in  the  summer  and  autumn,  the 
supply  almost  peters  out  and  w'here,  during  periods  of 
heavy  rain,  the  water  is  badly  discoloured  and  of  doubtful 
quality.  Negotiations  are  in  progress  with  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  an  improvement  of  the  supply  of  water  to 
Council-owned  and  other  houses  in  Darley,  and  if  and 
when  this  is  achieved,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible 
to  have  the  scheme  extended  so  as  to  give  a  sufficient 
and  wholesome  supply  as  far  as  it  is  available.  The 
village  of  Greenhow,  for  which  there  has  been  an  agitation 
for  a  water  supply  for  many  years  now,  has,  what  may 
be  termed  a  temporary  supply.  It  is  at  the  extreme 
end  of  the  district  and  some  distance  from  the  village. 
This  means  that  the  water  has  to  be  transported  in  a  tank 
cart  from  the  collecting  chamber  near  Keld  Dyke  to  tanks 
in  the  village.  It  may  appear  strange,  but  water  is 
scarcer  in  winter  than  in  summer  at  Greenhow,  for  it  is 
more  difficult  to  get  at  owing  to  the  contours  of  the  land 
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and  the  position  of  the  springs,  and,  with  the  winter  con¬ 
ditions  often  experienced  in  this  elevated  village,  it  may 
prove  difficult  to  transport  water  at  certain  times. 

Since  the  demand  for  milk  has  been  greater  many 
farms,  formerly  dependent  upon  indifferent  supplies, 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  grants  for  the  provision  of 
adequate  water  to  aid  in  milk  production  made  available 
by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  and, in  consequence  of  this, 
many  cowsheds  and  farmhouses  have  a  much  improved 
supply. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  this  service  since  my 
last  report.  The  sewers  have  been  kept  clean,  and  there 
has  been  no  complaint  as  to  the  functioning  of  the  works. 
The  West  Riding  Rivers  Board,  who  are  aware  how  Local 
Authorities  are  now  circumstanced  as  regards  labour, 
are  helpful  and  tolerant  to  those  who  are  doing  their  best 
to  produce  a  satisfactory  effluent  and  to  avoid  pollution 
of  rivers  and  streams. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  collection  of  refuse  has  been  continued  as  usual 
by  the  two  Contractors  in  a  most  satisfactory  way.  In 
the  past  year  shortage  of  ash  bins  has  caused  some  diffi¬ 
culty,  but  this  shortage  is  not  now  so  acute,  and  handling 
conditions  have  improved.  Where  several  tips  are  near 
together,  or  close  to  other  of  the  Council’s  works,  full¬ 
time  workers  trim  them  on  a  partially  controlled  system, 
but  in  isolated  places  part-time  attendants  carry  out  the 
work.  There  has  been  no  nuisance  caused  by  the  tipping 
of  refuse. 


SCABIES. 

With  the  gradual  settling  down  of  the  population  to 
normal,  there  are  now  very  few  cases  of  scabies  coming 
to  light.  Unless  there  is  further  influx  of  strangers  to 
the  district,  I  am  hopeful  that  soon  it  will  be  at  pre-war 
level — almost  unknown.  It  has  been  typical  of  the 
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natives  who  have  acquired  an  intimate  knowledge  of  these 
enlivening  parasites  that  they  have  desired  to  be  rid  of 
them  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  have  not  failed 
to  disclose  the  presence  of  them  to  their  medical  advisers. 
Disinfestation  has  been  carried  out  in  all  known  instances. 

VENERAL  DISEASES. 

There  has  been  no  necessity  for  action  to  be  taken 
in  this  direction. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS,  LICE,  ETC. 

There  have  been  very  few  cases  of  infestation  of  any 
kind  in  your  district,  ihe  bed  bug  is  rarely  met  with, 
and  then  only  as  an  imported  parasite.  1  here  have  been 
occasional  cases  of  lousiness  and  several  instances  of  in¬ 
festation  by  fleas.  There  appears  to  have  been  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  complaints  of  the  presence  of 
fleas  since  the  keeping  of  poultry  in  close  proximity  to 
dwelling  houses  has  been  popular.  The  department  is 
well  equipped  for  dealing  with  any  cases  which  may  arise, 
and  they  are  dealt  with  most  efficiently. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

Your  district  is  in  the  happy  position  of  beling  almost 
one  hundred  per  centum  immunised  as  far  as  children 
up  to  school  leaving  age  are  concerned.  The  reduction 
throughout  the  country  in  the  number  of  fatal  cases  of 
diphtheria  has  persuaded  people  of  the  value  of  immunisa¬ 
tion.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  free  advice 
and  immunisation  for  all  those  who  desire  it  for  their 
children. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

At  no  time  during  the  year  has  there  been  anything 
approaching  an  epidemic.  Spasmodic  cases  have  arisen 
in  many  parts  of  the  district,  often  in  isolated  places,  but 
the  origins  have  been  difficult  to  trace.  The  frequenting 
of  places  of  amusement,  the  number  of  people  travelling 
in  public  service  vehicles,  and  the  attendance  of  children 
at  distant  schools,  all  tend  to  obscure  the  sources  of  in¬ 
fection. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


The  customary  inspection  of  food  offered  for  sale  in 
the  district  lias  been  continued  throughout  the  year.  No 
necessity  has  arisen  for  the  seizure  of  any  food.  The 
present  system  upon  which  the  Ministry  of  Food  works 
operates  in  favour  of  the  food  trader  if  he  notifies  to  the 
Inspectors  any  food  thought  to  be  damaged  or  unsound. 
This  has  led  to  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  food  to  be 
destroyed,  as  all  foods  found  fit  for  animal  feeding,  or 
other  forms  of  salvage,  have  been  dealt  with  accordingly. 

MILK. 

The  following  statistics  culled  from  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  reports  to  me  will,  no  doubt,  be  of  interest 
to  you. 


Milk  producing  farms  registered 

689 

Cowsheds  housing  milch  cows 

...  999 

Milch  cows  kept  ... 

...  5,594 

Gallons  per  day 

Milk  produced 

...  7,272 

Milk  sold  wholesale  from  farms 

...  6,029 

Milk  sold  retail  from  farms 

487 

Milk  used  for  buttermaking  on  farms 

158 

Milk  used  for  cheesemaking  on  farms 

5 

Milk  used  for  other  purposes 

...  553 

The  dairy  collecting  stations  in  the  district  handled 
on  an  average  of  5,048  gallons  of  milk  per  day,  which  was 
disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 


There  are  0  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  producers  and  .‘15 
“  Accredited  ”  producers  in  the  district.  The  licences 
for  these  specially  designated  milks  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council. 
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Milk  producers  appear  to  have  made  endeavours  to 
comply  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  often  under  diffi¬ 
cult  conditions.  Your  officers  work  in  close  co-operation 
with  those  of  the  County  Council  and  the  West  Riding 
War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  and  where  they 
have  tendered  advice  for  the  improvement  of  conditions 
in  handling  milk,  it  has  been  acted  upon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  A.  FLINTOFF, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


t* 


